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1 . WHILE REF (B ) IS GENERALLY ENCOURAGING, CAN WE BE CONFIDENT 
THAT SOUTH AFRICA WILL KEEP COMPLETELY OUT OF THE SHABA 
AFFAIR? ZAIRE TURNED A BLIND EYE TO SOUTH AFRICA'S INTERVEN- 
TION IN ANGOLA IN OCTOBER 1975, AND IN VIEW CUSTOMARY SOUTH 
AFRICAN TRANSPORT OF POL PRODUCTS AND EXPORT CREDIT 
REINSURANCE MAY STILL NOT BE FULLY SENSITIZED TO POLITICAL 
IMPLICATION OF SOUTH AFRICAN CONNECTION. ANY KIND OF SOUTH 
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AFRICAN INVOLVEMENT OR AFFILIATION IN SHABA AFFAIR, NO MATTER 
HOW BENIGN, WOULD RISK AFRICAN BACKLASH AKIN TO THAT EXPER- 
IENCED IN ANGOLAN CASE. IT COULD KILLTHE NIGERIAN GOOD 
OFFICES INITIATIVE AND AGAIN DIVIDE THE CONTINENT, WITH THE US 
ON THE SIDE OF THE "ANTI-COMMUNISTS." OUR CLAIMS TO STAND 
FOR DEFENSE OF TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY WOULD THEN FALL ON DEAF 
EARS. 

2. WHILE REALIZING THE PROBLEM OF TELLING MOBUTU HOW TO 
SUCK EGGS, WE WONDER WHETHER IT MIGHT NOT BE PRUDENT TO TAKE 
A TACTFUL SOUNDING TO MAKE SURE HE APPRECIATES THE DANGERS 
INVOLVED. 

EASUM 

NOTE BY OC/T: DISTRIBUTION PER MR STEINER S/S-O. 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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